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Hello everyone;

I’m sorry to share news that one of our VDOF coworkers has been diagnosed with COVID-
19. We have done contract tracing and all those impacted have been notified and are self-
isolating or have been tested and so far have had negative test results. Please keep them all in
your thoughts. While our safety procedures have worked well, this is a stark reminder that
COVID-19 is not going away and it is not becoming complacent and so neither can we.
Please join me in a renewed commitment to avoiding close contact with others as much as
possible and to following guidelines for mask wearing. Also be mindful when you have been
in close contact with someone that you have reason to believe may be infected and take
additional steps to prevent further spread. If you have any concerns or questions about
preventing the spread of COVID-19 please err on the side of caution and reach out for further
guidance if needed.

Check out this week’s Branch for important messages related to dry hydrant installations and
mapping in IFRIS as well as our new 2021 VDOF calendars.

Please join me in congratulating our new area foresters - Michael Downing who was promoted
from technician, and Jonah Fielding who recently graduated from VA Tech.

Stay safe and have a great week.

Rob Farrell
State Forester
Virginia Department of Forestry

Headquarters

900 Natural Resources Drive, #8300
Charlottesville, VA 22903

office (434) 220-9047

cell (757) 810-6943
fax (434) 220-9140
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